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1
OUTFLOW SWITCH MECHANISM OF
MULTIFUNCTION SHOWER HEAD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a multi-function shower
head, and more particularly to an outflow switch mechanism
of a multi-function shower head.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Nowadays, a shower head is an essential apparatus for
taking a bath. An improved shower head is developed to have
different outflow modes, such as a swing outflow mode, a
massage outflow mode, a bubble outflow mode and the like.
The conventional shower head has multiple water passages
and water chambers to cooperate with an outflow panel to
achieve multi-function outflow modes. The outflow panel is
turned to switch the outflow modes. The user has to switch the
outflow mode with both hands. The operation way is labori-
ous and inconvenient. If the panel is used to a non-circular
shower head, it is unable to turn the panel for switching
outflow mode.

German Patent No. DE 102009008196A discloses a
shower head switch which can be switched with one hand.
The shower head switch comprises a water division plate
which has a plurality of one-way gradient gears. An outflow
body has a plurality of positioning grooves and the bottom of
each positioning groove has a gradient surface. A push block
with two gradient toothed surfaces cooperates with a push
button and a return spring to achieve rotation of the water
division plate. The switch can be operated with one hand.

The switch can be operated conveniently. However, the
water division plate is driven by the push block having two
gradient toothed surfaces. The push block is small in size, so
it is difficult to process. The structure is complicated. It is
difficult to process and mate with each part. The parts will
suffer a lot of wear and tear after a period of time to influence
the service lift.

Accordingly, the inventor of the present invention has
devoted himself based on his many years of practical experi-
ences to solve these problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The primary object of the present invention is to provide an
outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function shower head.
The outflow switch mechanism is simple in construction, and
the feeling of switching by one hand is convenient.

In order to achieve the aforesaid object, the outflow switch
mechanism is disposed in a water path of the shower head and
comprises an inner body, a button, a return spring, a valve
shaft, a water division plate, a support press spring and a
cover. The inner body has a valve chamber extending up and
down. The upper portion of the valve chamber is formed with
a seat to accommodate the return spring and the button. The
lower portion of the valve chamber is formed with a chamber
having a water inlet to accommodate the water division plate,
the support press spring and the cover. A valve path for
accommodating the valve shaft is defined between the seat
and the chamber. The button is connected with an upper end
of the valve shaft. The lower portion of the valve path is
formed with an enlarged seat. The enlarged seat has longitu-
dinal sliding grooves on a side wall thereof and a projecting
rib formed between the sliding grooves. The lower portion of
the valve shaft extends in the enlarged seat. The bottom of the
projecting rib has a gradient guide surface. The water division
plate has a toothed block on an upper central surface thereof

10

25

40

45

55

2

corresponding to the sliding grooves. The top of the toothed
block has a gradient surface corresponding to the gradient
guide surface of the projecting rib. The water division plate
further has a magnet thereon. The cover has a magnet thereon.

Preferably, the water division plate has one or more mag-
nets.

Preferably, the number of the magnet of the cover corre-
sponds to the number of the sliding grooves, and the number
of'the sliding grooves corresponds to the number of a function
water chamber.

Preferably, a support block is provided at the lower end of
the button for insertion of the valve shaft, and the support
block cooperates with a seal member to seal the valve shaft
and a valve path.

Preferably, the valve shaft is a rod, and the lower portion of
the valve shaft having a stop block on a side wall thereof to
slide along the sliding groove.

Preferably, the water division plate has a crescent notch and
at least one toothed block on an upper central surface thereof,
and the water division plate has a counterbore on a lower
central surface thereof to accommodate the support press
spring.

Preferably, the lower surface of the water division plate
further has fixing recesses to fix two magnets, and the two
magnets are disposed radially and symmetrically.

Preferably, the cover is an end cover to cover the chamber,
and the cover has a central protruding post extending upward
for the support press spring to fit thereon.

Preferably, the cover comprises four magnets on a lower
surface thereof, and the magnets are spaced evenly and fixed
on the cover.

Accordingly, the one-way bevel toothed block of the water
division plate is to cooperate with the gradient guide surface
of the projecting rib, and the magnet of the water division
plate is to cooperate with the magnet of the cover. The water
division plate will be turned by the repulsion of the homoge-
neous magnets to switch the water outflow mode when it
departs from the inner body. The whole mechanism is simple
in construction, and the parts can be processed with ease to
enhance the work efficiency. The present invention uses the
repulsion of the homogeneous magnets to slant the angle and
the switch of the bevel toothed block, preventing the water
division plate to get contact with the parts direct. The feeling
of switching by one hand is convenient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded view of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the present invention in a
switching state;

FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the present invention
(state 1);

FIG. 5 is a transverse sectional view of the present inven-
tion (state 1);

FIG. 6 is a vertical sectional view of the present invention
(state 2);

FIG. 7 is a transverse sectional view of the present inven-
tion (state 2);

FIG. 8 is a transverse sectional view of the present inven-
tion (state 3);

FIG. 9 is a vertical sectional view of the present invention
(state 4); and

FIG. 10 is a transverse sectional view of the present inven-
tion (state 4);
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

As shown in FIG. 1 to FIG. 10, the present invention
disclosures an outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head. The outflow switch mechanism is disposed in a
water path of the shower head. The outflow switch mecha-
nism comprises an inner body 1, a button 2, a return spring 3,
avalve shaft 4, a water division plate 5, a support press spring
6 and a cover 7.

The inner body 1 is a water inlet pipe of the shower head.
The inner body 1 has a vertical water path with a valve
chamber 11 extending up and down. The upper portion of the
valve chamber 11 is formed with a seat 12 for movement of
the button 2. The lower portion of the valve chamber 11 is
formed with a chamber 13 for movement of the water division
plate 5. A valve path 14 for accommodating the valve shaft 4
is defined between the seat 12 and the chamber 13. The lower
portion of the valve path 14 is formed with an enlarged seat 15
to cooperate with the water division plate 5. The enlarged seat
15 has longitudinal sliding grooves 151 on a side wall thereof
and projecting ribs 153 formed between the sliding grooves
151. The number of the sliding grooves 151 corresponds to
the number of water chambers. In this embodiment, there are
four sliding grooves. The bottom of each projecting rib 153
has a gradient guide surface 152. As shown in FIGS. 5, 7, 8,
10, the bottom of the chamber 13 has a water inlet 16 corre-
sponding to different water channels to guide water into each
water chamber (not shown).

The button 2 is disposed in the seat 12. The return spring 3
is disposed between the button 2 and the seat 12. The button
2 is biased by the spring 3 to extend out of the seat 12. The
button 2 is connected to the upper end of the valve shaft 4 so
that the button 2 and the valve shaft 4 are synchronously
moved. A support block 8 is provided at the lower end of the
button 2 for insertion of the valve shaft 4. The support block
8 cooperates with a seal member to seal the valve shaft 4 and
a valve path 14.

The valve shaft 4 is a rod. The lower portion of the valve
shaft 4 has stop blocks 41 on a side wall thereof to slide along
the sliding grooves 151. The stop blocks 41 can guide the
valve shaft 4 to move up and down and are confined in the
enlarged seat 15 at the bottom of the valve path 14.

The water division plate 5 has a crescent notch 51 and four
toothed blocks 52 on an upper central surface thereof. The
number of the toothed block may be one. Four toothed blocks
ensures the function of the parts. The top of each toothed
block 52 has a gradient surface 521 corresponding to the
gradient guide surface 152 of the corresponding sliding
groove 15, namely, each toothed block 52 is a bevel gear. The
water division plate 5 has a counterbore 53 on a lower central
surface thereof to accommodate the support press spring 6.
The lower surface of the water division plate 5 further has
fixing recesses to fix magnets 54. The magnets 54 are dis-
posedradially and symmetrically. The number of the magnets
54 may be one or more.

The cover 7 is an end cover to cover the chamber 13. The
cover 71 has a central protruding post 71 extending upward
for the support press spring 6 to fit thereon. The protruding
post 71 extends in the counterbore 53 of the water division
plate 5, providing a guide effect. A seal is provided on the
outer edge of the cover 7 to seal the chamber 13. The cover 7
comprises four magnets 72 on a lower surface thereof. The
magnets 72 are spaced evenly and fixed on the cover 7.
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Referring to FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, to assemble the outflow
switch mechanism of the present invention, the valve shaft 4,
the water division plate 5, the support press spring 6 and the
cover 7 are mounted into the valve chamber 11 from bottom
to up in sequence. The return spring 3 and the button 2 are
mounted into the valve chamber 11 from top to bottom in
sequence. Wherein, the button 2 is connected with the upper
end of the valve shaft 4. As shown in FIG. 1, a shower handle
housing A having a button hole A1 is fitted on the inner body
1, so that the outflow switch mechanism is installed in the
multi-function shower head.

When the outflow switch mechanism of the present inven-
tion is in a normal state, as shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the
button 2 is biased by the return spring 3 to extend out of the
shower handle housing A. The water division plate 5 is biased
by the support press spring 6 to lean against the bottom of'the
chamber 13, namely, the water inlet 16 of the chamber 13 has
a water division state. The toothed blocks 52 of the water
division plate 5 extend in the enlarged seat 15 of the valve
chamber 11 to mate with the sliding grooves 151.

When the outflow switch mechanism of the present inven-
tion is operated, as shown in FIG. 6 and FIG. 7, the button 2
is pressed to move the valve shaft 4 downward. At this
moment, the return spring 3 is in a compressed energized
state. The valve shaft 4 pushes the water division plate 5 to
move downward to compress the support press spring 6.
When the toothed blocks 52 of the water division plate 5
disengage from the enlarged seat 15 of the inner body 1, the
two magnets 54 of the water division plate 5 and the four
magnets 72 of the cover 7 will repulse each other because of
the same magnetism, and the water division plate 5 will turn
25 degrees as shown in FIG. 8. As shown in FIG. 9 and FIG.
10, when the button 2 is released, the button 2 biased by the
return spring 3 will bring the valve shaft 4 to return and the
water division plate 5 biased by the support press spring 6 is
moved toward the enlarged seat 15. When the gradient surface
521 of the toothed block 52 of the water division plate 5 is
contact with gradient guide surface 152 of the enlarged seat
15, the water division plate 5 will keep on turning 65 degrees
by push of the gradient guide surface 152 while moved
upward. The water division plate 5 is turned to control the
water inlet 16 so as to switch water outflow.

Inthe aforesaid embodiment, the number of the magnets 72
of the cover 7 is four and the turning angle of the water
division plate 5 is explained as an example, they can be
changed and are not limited. The number of the magnets and
the turning angle of the water division plate can be changed
according to the number of the water outflow modes. Through
the magnet to drive the water division plate 5, the present
invention can switch the water outflow modes.

Accordingly, the one-way bevel toothed block 52 of the
water division plate 5 is to cooperate with the gradient guide
surface 152 of'the projecting rib 153, and the magnet 54 of the
water division plate 5 is to cooperate with the magnet 72 of the
cover 7. The water division plate 5 will be turned by the
repulsion of the homogeneous magnets to switch the water
outflow mode when it departs from the inner body 1. The
whole mechanism is simple in construction, and the parts can
be processed with ease to enhance the work efficiency. The
present invention uses the repulsion of the homogeneous
magnets to slant the angle and the switch of the bevel toothed
block, preventing the water division plate to get contact with
the parts direct. The feeling of switching by one hand is
convenient.

Although particular embodiments of the present invention
have been described in detail for purposes of illustration,
various modifications and enhancements may be made with-
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out departing from the spirit and scope of the present inven-
tion. Accordingly, the present invention is not to be limited
except as by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head, the outflow switch mechanism being disposed
in a water path of the shower head and comprising an inner
body, a button, a return spring, a valve shaft, a water division
plate, a support press spring and a cover;

the inner body having a valve chamber (11) extending up
and down, an upper portion of the valve chamber (11)
being formed with a seat to accommodate the return
spring and the button; a lower portion of the valve cham-
ber (11) being formed with a chamber (13) having a
water inlet to accommodate the water division plate, the
support press spring and the cover;

a valve path for accommodating the valve shaft being
defined between the seat and the chamber (13), the but-
ton being connected with an upper end of the valve shaft;
a lower portion of the valve path being formed with an
enlarged seat, the enlarged seat having longitudinal slid-
ing grooves on a side wall thereof and a projecting rib
formed between the sliding grooves, a lower portion of
the valve shaft extending in the enlarged seat, the pro-
jecting rib having a gradient guide surface at a bottom
thereof;

the water division plate having a toothed block on an upper
central surface thereof corresponding to the sliding
grooves;

the toothed block having a gradient surface at a top thereof
corresponding to the gradient guide surface of the pro-
jecting rib;

the water division plate further having a magnet (54)
thereon, and the cover having a magnet (72) thereon.

2. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function

shower head as claimed in claim 1, wherein the water division
plate has one or more magnets (54).
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3. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in claim 1, wherein the cover has one
or more magnet (72), and the number of the sliding grooves
corresponds to the number of water chambers.

4. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in claim 1, wherein a support block is
provided at a lower end of the button for insertion of the valve
shaft, and the support block cooperates with a seal member to
seal the valve shaft and a valve path.

5. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in claim 1, wherein the valve shaft is
arod, and a lower portion of the valve shaft has a stop block
ona side wall thereof'to slide along one of the sliding grooves.

6. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in claim 1, wherein the water division
plate has a crescent notch and at least one toothed block on an
upper central surface thereof, and the water division plate has
acounterbore on a lower central surface thereof to accommo-
date the support press spring.

7. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in claim 1 or 6, wherein a lower
surface of the water division plate further has fixing recesses
to fix atotal of two magnets (54), and the two magnets (54) are
disposed radially and symmetrically.

8. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in to claim 1, wherein the cover is an
end cover to cover the chamber (13), and the cover has a
central protruding post extending upward for the support
press spring to fit thereon.

9. The outflow switch mechanism of a multi-function
shower head as claimed in claim 1 or 8, wherein the cover
comprises a total of four magnets (72) on a lower surface
thereof, and the magnets (72) are spaced evenly and fixed on
the cover.
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